
 

  

  

  

  

  

News from Mr Patrick Dempsey     Principal   

  
Wednesday  31 st   January 2018   

Dear Parents and Carers,   
  
  
I am hoping everyone is getting back into the routine of school life as we work  
towards our first full school week. Our annual parent information evening will be  
held this Monday evening. It will be an opportunity f or parents to hear first - hand the  
routines and procedures for 2018.   
  
Timetable for Parent Information Evening  –   Monday 5 th   February 2018   
6.30 pm  –   pm  6.55 –   Presentations from Principal and Members of the School  
Leadership Team   
7.00 pm  –   7.20 pm  –   Classroom In formation Session. This will be conducted by your  
child’s teacher, along with other Year Level Teachers. Sessions are conducted in your  
child’s classrooms.   
7.25 pm  –   7.45 pm  –   Classroom Information Session (repeated) to allow parents with  
children in various   year levels to attend.   
  
In preparation for the session in our school hall, I will be sending the following  
documents to all parents this Friday by email and also they will be uploaded to our  
Holy Spirit Parent Portal.   
  

1.   Holy Spirit Parent Engagement Policy     This policy has been in place since  
2016 . It articulates the importance of parental engagement in the  
educational experience of their children at Holy Spirit School, and the ways  
parents can be involved.    
  

2.   Holy Spirit Parent Code of Behaviour (Together a s One)     This policy expands  
in greater detail the expectation of parents to model appropriate standards  
of conduct. The parent code of behaviour has been discussed in draft form  
in 2017 at Parent Forums, P & F Meeting, School Board Meetings and Staff  
Meeti ngs.   
  

3.   Holy Spirit email communication guidelines     The Parent Engagement Policy  
states how email can be used as an effective communication tool between  
parents and staff. These guidelines explain further how email  
communication is to be conducted between pa rents and staff at Hoy Spirit  
School.   

  

  

Continues on page 2   

  

  

  

ICT CONSENT INFORMATION   
  

was  Information  to  sent  
parents on Monday.   

Please ensure that you read  
this important information and  
discuss this with your children.    
  

Please then give   your consent  
by indicating this on the  form  
and returning it on the  parent   

portal. Please note -   you do not  
need to return a paper copy.    
  

Students will be unable to  
access  their  device  until   
parent consent has been given.   
  

require  any  Should  you  
clarification on this matter,  

contact  the  school  please  
office.   
  



 

 
Parents and Friends Association Annual General Meeting (Repeat notice)  

The AGM of our Holy Spirit Parents and Friends Association will be held on Tuesday 13th February commencing at 7.00pm 

(nibbles and drinks at 6.30pm).  

All Holy Spirit parents are automatically members of our P & F. I would invite all parents to come along to our AGM and be 
part of our wonderful association that promotes parents as partners in the education of their children. The P & F Association 
exists to support the school community and is involved in the total life of the school.  
  

Attached to the newsletter is the nomination form for the 2018 P & F Executive Positions.   

  

Tuckshop  

Tuckshop resumes next week on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. The Tuckshop Menu is attached to our 

newsletter and is on our parent portal.  

  

Looking forward to a wonderful start to the year.  

  

Heart, Mind, Spirit, Peace  

Patrick  

patrick.dempsey@bne.catholic.edu.au  

  
  

From Mr Peter Hehir         Assistant Principal  

  

Attendance at School  

A very obvious observation about school is “If you are not at school, you are not learning.” This is not completely 

true but spending the maximum amount of time at school, learning with a quality teacher, is the best way for 

children to learn. Because of this, it is very important that children attend school as often as possible and for as 

long as possible. There are very clear guidelines and expectations about children attending school and every effort 

must be made to have children at school except in cases when children are sick or have important appointments.  
  

  
  
  
Pick up/Drop Off and Car Park   
A reminder to parents that the church car park is for parking only. Parents have been  
observed using the church car park for dropping off and pick up. This is against our  
school procedures and we cannot allow this   unsafe practice to continue. Your full  
cooperation in this matter is expected.   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
    



 

Similarly, it is very important that children get to school on time and stay until the end of the day. Continually 

coming to school late or leaving early will have a detrimental effect on student learning just as significant time 

absent from school will impact on student learning.   
  

We have clear policies and obligations regarding attendance at school so I ask that everyone is very mindful of their 

responsibilities in ensuring their children attend school as much as possible in 2018. By doing this, we are all giving 

them their best opportunity to learn and develop as people and as students.  
  
  

Chess  

This year, we have recommenced Chess classes for children. A notice was sent home late last year and some more 

were sent home this week. We are looking to build numbers to come to the class, which is held in the Resource 

Centre on Mondays between 3pm and 4pm. If your child is interested, you need to enrol with “Chess People” 

www.chesspeople.com.au as there is a cost for the lessons.  
  
  

  

From Mrs Kim Barrett-Coade      A.P.R.E.       (Assistant Principal Religious Education)  

  

Opening School Mass  

2018, ‘Reach out and Beyond’  

  

You are all very welcome to attend the beginning of the school year celebration at 

our ‘Opening Mass’ tomorrow (Thursday) at 9.00am in the church (Year 1 –Year 6). 

Fr Msami will lead our mass as we ask for God’s blessing in 2018. We do ask parents 

to please sit on at the back two rows of the church (except the back row of the two 

middle sections).  Year 6 will sit behind the organ. At this mass, we will be inducting 

and blessing our Senior Leaders for 2018 and presenting them with their badges. 

The senior class of 2018 will then read their pledge of leadership to the school 

community.   
  
  
  

Parish Sacramental Programme 2018  

http://www.chesspeople.com.au/
http://www.chesspeople.com.au/


 

  
  

Also attached to this week’s newsletter you will find the Archdiocesan Christian Initiation and Sacramental 
Policy.  Please read it so you have a more informed base for the order of Sacraments, the parish and family 
focus/commitment and how the school supports these Sacraments.  
  

I love this Religious quote : When Life gets to hard to stand, kneel (unknown)  

Blessings Kim  

  

  

  

Loving Learning: Curriculum and Literacy News  

Excellent Learning and Teaching, Week 2, Term 1, 2018  
  

Dear Families of Holy Spirit,  
   

We hope the children have settled back into a routine for school and experienced a smooth start to 2018.  
  

Date Claimer: 6th March: P-1 Parent Workshop: supporting Reading at Home (8:45am, repeat workshop 6pm, in 

Resource Centre).  
  

Reading Retreat: Starts Thursday, 8th Feb: 8:10am in Friendship Court. Parents and children are welcome to come 

and read a book before school.  

Education Officer: BCE: My name is Amanda Sheridan. I work for Brisbane Catholic Education in the role of  



 

Education Officer: Curriculum. I have been a teacher for over 30 years and have previously been 
an assistant principal as well as a curriculum leader in several Brisbane Catholic schools.    

Last year I had the privilege of working with the leadership team, learning leaders and class 

teachers at Holy Spirit Catholic School, Bray Park as part of a project designed to Accelerate 

Literacy Learning for all students.  This involved working side by side with Mrs Lewis, Mrs  

Foley and class teachers in Prep, Year 1 and Year 2 to help all students engage, progress and 

achieve in reading, writing, speaking and listening.  In 2018, I will be continuing this work across Prep-Year 6 with 

the wonderful teachers, staff and students at Holy Spirit one day a week [every Wednesday]. I am very much looking 

forward to being a member of the Holy Spirit community again this year.   

Supporting Children as Readers 

Keys to home reading:  

• Create a happy atmosphere  

• Be encouraging and supportive  

• Keep the session short (little and often)  Make it fun!  

• Get everyone involved   

• Chat about the text  

Reading is about making connections:  

• Have you ever felt like that?  

• That reminds me of...  

• Wouldn’t that be exciting?  

• This is like that other book ...  

• I’d love a puppy too...  

Reading is always about making meaning:  

• Does that sound right to you?  

• Let’s just check back on the previous page...  

• What’s happened so far in this part?  

• Hang on, I’m confused…  
Source: Brisbane Catholic Education, Kweb, accessed 6/12/2017  

  

Thank you for your interest in, and support of, our endeavours and we look forward to working with staff, parents 

and children in 2018. Kind regards,  

Marianna Foley, P-2 Literacy Leader and Michaela Lewis, Primary Learning Leader  
  
  

Support-A-Reader Program  

  
Dear Parents,   



 

  

Support A Reader (SAR) has been a most successful program that has been running 

at Holy Spirit for many years.  It aims to support and develop the literacy skills of our 

young students particularly in years 2 and 3. We are calling for all trained and new 

volunteers to help make this program run really efficiently in 2018.   

  

Calling ALL parents (or grand-parents, or carers) would you consider volunteering 

for this worthwhile service for our students in 2018?  

  

Calling ALL trained SAR volunteers, ready, set, go for 2018.   

  

If you are interested or know someone who might be or perhaps already trained,  there is a wonderfully informative training 

session that will be held here at school in February. Don’t worry, it is both interesting and relaxed with no test at the end! 

After this training, we would ask you to nominate just one-hour time slot per week when you can support four young 

readers in 15 minute sessions each, following this SAR process.   

  

Your gift of time makes such a difference to our learners.  

  

Many of our current volunteers simply work the hour around a time that suits them.  If you have any questions at all, or 

immediately think you would like to support this worthwhile program, please leave your name, contact details and best 

day/time for support with the office staff.   

Phone 32053955. ASAP Kym Levinson or myself will return your call and happily answer any further questions you may 

have.   

Thank you for your consideration of this request.  

Carmel Kuhr  

Support Teacher: Inclusion Education  
  

  

School Fees Information  

  

Fee Statements  

Term 1 Fee Statements were emailed last week, with payment due 9th February 2018.  
  

Prep 2019 Enrolment  

  

We are delighted that our Prep 2018 students have settled well into school and are busily 

learning.   

Now is the time to begin the enrolment process for students eligible for Prep in 2019.  Prep 

2019 is for children born between 1 July 2013 – 20 June 2014.  
  

If you have a child eligible for Prep 2019, or have friends wishing to enrol their child, please contact the school 

office for an enrolment pack. Enrolment forms are also available on the school website.  



 

  
  

  

  

 
  

  

When a child walks in the room  

‘When a child walks in the room, your child or anybody else’s child, do your eyes light up? ... that’s what they’re 
looking for. When my children used to walk in the room when they were little, I looked at them to see if they had 
buckled their trousers or if their hair was combed or if their socks were up. And so you think your affection and 
deep love is on display because you’re caring for them. It’s not. When they see you, they see the critical face ... 
Let your face speak what’s in your heart. It’s just as small as that, you see.’  
  

 Toni Morrison, novelist, awarded Nobel Prize for literature and Pulitzer Prize for American Literature  

   
  
  
  
  

Dear Parents,  
  

Mt Maria Petrie have kindly invited our school community to attend a presentation by Brett Lee on Cyber Safety.  

Brett is a very engaging presenter who has a background in Child Protection as an undercover Police Officer.    
  

Health and Well - being   

PUBERTY!  -   Now that we have your attention !   

  
Dear Year 6 Parents/Caregivers,   
  
We have a busy start to Year 6  with camp just around the corner.     On the Monday evening after camp returns,  
(12 th February) we are hosting a Parent Information session on the 'Puberty Talk' that your children will  
participate in at school as part of the curriculum.   
  
Please see the flyer   outlining this information in more detail.   
  
We hope to see you there.     
  
Nerida Searle                                          Annette Marriott                                   Rebecca Bourke   

Student Welfare                              Guidance Counsellor                       Guidance Counsellor   

Officer     



 

Brett comes with a wealth of experience and extensive knowledge of the  Social Media and Cyber World our 

children are, or soon to be, immersed in.    
  

This is a great opportunity and is FREE of charge.  Details are included in the flyer provided by Mt Maria.  
  

We hope to see you there,  
  

Nerida Searle                                   Annette Marriott  

Student Welfare Officer                Guidance Counsellor  
  

  

Assembly – Student of the Week Certificate  

  

The whole school assembly is held each Monday afternoon at 2.05pm in the school hall. Parents and family 

members are always welcome to attend.   

Each week, classroom teachers have the opportunity to nominate a ‘Student of the Week’ from their class.  These 

names are published in the newsletter the week before so parents are aware that their child will be receiving this 

award.  
  

Congratulations to the first recipients for 2018:  
  

1 Heart  Tyrone   

1 Mind  Jasmyn    

1 Spirit  Amelia     

2 Heart  Mathea    

2 Mind  Lily     

2 Spirit  Seth    

3 Heart  Ryan    

3 Peace  Bradley     

4 Spirit  Brock     

4 Peace  Molly     

  

  

Tuckshop   

  

Tuckshop will begin next week.  Running 4 days a week.  Closed on Tuesdays.    
  

Parents please note to change or update your child's class on the on-line ordering.   For 

new users please:  



 

 • go to Holy Spirit School website,   

• communities, tuckshop,   

• then tuckshop on line to register for ordering for the tuckshop.    

   

Please may I have your forms back for volunteering in the tuckshop by Friday the 2nd February.  
  

As of next week I will need helpers until I get the roster made up and going.  This can take 2 weeks to do.  All 

hands on deck as of Monday.  
  

The 2018 Menu is attached to this newsletter email. A copy is also available on the parent portal.  
  

Keep smiling and have a great week. Sharyn   
  

Banking News  

  

School Banking starts this week !!  Send in your deposits!  

School banking day is Thursday, with our first banking day for 2018 being 

tomorrow – 1 February.  Make 10 deposits to be eligible to order a reward. There 

are 8 new reward items for 2018:  

• Twister Power Handball  
• Secret Scratch Pad  
• Sparkle Glitter Pens  
• Glow Light   
• Mighty Boom Handball  
• Heat Reactor Pencils  
• Slushie Maker Cup  Zoom Flying Disc  

There will also be another exciting competition - details to come.   

New to school banking?  It is now even easier to open an account for your child.  You don't need to be a current Commonwealth 

Bank customer.  A deposit book will be posted directly to you, which you then send in with your child every Thursday - banking 

day.  Or, note down the account number and bring it in to the school banking volunteers on Thursday mornings and a deposit 

book can be provided immediately.  To open a school banking account, just head to the Commonwealth Bank School Banking 

web page - https://www.commbank.com.au/personal/kids/school-banking.html and click “Open Now”.  

Sibling accounts are most welcome. Just send in the deposit book, attached to your school banker's deposit book.  

  

  

  

Community News  

  

PINE RIVERS DRAGON INLINE HOCKEY   
Come and Try Days 4/2/18 and 10/2/18. 10am-1pm. pineriversinlinehockey@gmail.com   
  

https://www.commbank.com.au/personal/kids/school-banking.html
https://www.commbank.com.au/personal/kids/school-banking.html
https://www.commbank.com.au/personal/kids/school-banking.html
https://www.commbank.com.au/personal/kids/school-banking.html


 

  
BRISBANE NORTH CRICKET ASSOCIATION  
Girls 9-15 years. $50 – includes shirt and cap. Phone Robert 0411 222 684 or email robert@bnjca.org.au  
  

  


